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Hatchford Brook – Back to Nature
Hatchford Brook used to flow through 
farmland and was called Folly Brook. The 
brook flowed into marshland that was used 
to form the nearby Olton Mere.

The brook course was heavily engineered 
in the 1980s resulting in a uniform channel 
with steep banks and straight sides. This led 
to poor water quality which had impacts on 
local wildlife. 

The re-naturalisation project – which took 
place in autumn 2019 - required the removal 
of the concrete slabs from the stream bed 
and sides, breaking out and demolishing 
the four existing weir structures. Over 50 
tonnes of concrete were removed.

The brook has been restored to a natural 
stream profile with shallow banks and 
meanders. It has also been planted with 
wildflowers and grasses.

Sections of the banks have been re-profiled 
with a shallow gradient on the outside bank 
and a steeper profile on the inside of the 
meander. This allows for river processes 
to develop.

This project is part funded 
by the European Regional 
Development Fund

Solihull Habitat and Nature Improvements
A programme of woodland, grassland, wetland and water quality improvements

Newly completed meander work in September 2019

Concrete slabs along the brook course

The brook course meanders 
through the farmland on this OS 
map series from 1888-1913

Watercourse 
enhancements have 
focused on the River 

Cole and its tributaries 
the Kingshurst Brook, 
Hatchford Brook and 

Low Brook

The three-spined stickleback (Gasterosteus aculaeatus) weighs 
in at just one gram, but is an aggressive little predator feeding 
on smaller fish and tadpoles. They are common and are often 
caught during pond-dipping. The males make nests and then 
guard the eggs from predators until they hatch.

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is a tall plant growing to 1.5 
metres in height. It grows in damp areas such as on the edges 
of streams, canals and ponds. The large, spiked pink flowers 
provide nectar throughout the summer attracting long-tongued 
insects such as butterflies, moths and bumblebees.

Marsh marigold (Caltha palustris) flowers in the spring 
providing early nectar for insects. Known as ‘kingcup’, the 
plant’s Latin name Caltha is derived from the Greek for goblet. 
It’s thought to have been growing in the UK since before the 
last ice age.
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The aim of this project is to improve the 
water quality of the brook and increase the 
biodiversity, particularly the invertebrates 
living in the water. 

River-washed gravels have been added to 
the brook to provide improved conditions 
for fish such as three-spined sticklebacks 
and invertebrates such as damselflies.


