
                                                                    
 

Solihull Habitat and Nature Improvements Project 

Meriden Park Wetland Improvements – Questions and Answers 

 

Why are you replacing Meriden Park lake with a wetland?  

There have been issues with silt and resulting smells in recent years so we are replacing Meriden Park lake with a 
wetland to make a healthier, more thriving habitat for wildlife and a better amenity for local people. Meriden 
Lake is a shallow artificial lake created as a landscape feature and local amenity when a weir was installed across 
Kingshurst Brook. In recent years there have been problems as silt gatherings have resulted in its stagnation and 
there have also been complaints from the public.  

Where Kingshurst Brook meets Meriden Park lake, the water slows down and the volume of silt gets bigger each 
year, with some parts are above the water surface. This holds in rubbish and makes the water quality poor. In 
the past the lake has been excavated but this doesn’t completely solve the problem and is costly.  

The Solihull Habitat and Nature Improvements Project is a unique opportunity to improve the environment of 
Meriden Park and create a new wildlife habitat. The weir will be partially removed and the area of the existing 
lake will then comprise of new wetland including reeds, wet meadow and tree planting, two ponds, retention 
and expansion of the island and a restored watercourse. 

During the works the excavation of the silt may make the smell worse but this will just be temporary. By 
restoring the watercourse the silt will be taken downstream and will no longer gather.  

 

When will the works take place?  

Weather permitting, the works will start during the summer and be completed in the autumn. During the works, 
the lake and footbridge will be fenced off for safety reasons. When the works are completed there may be areas 
of bare soil before the new planting has properly grown, and some muddy areas might need to stay fenced for a 
little while longer. 

 

What is the Solihull Habitat and Nature Improvements Project? 

In April 2017, Solihull Council successfully applied for funding from the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) to undertake a wide range of habitat and nature improvement projects across the borough.  The funding 
has enabled a three-year programme of improvements to woodland, grassland, wetland and water in Solihull’s 
public green spaces. This will result in attaining better conservation status for around 100 hectares of Habitat – 
that’s the equivalent of around 180 football pitches!  

 

Can the park still be used while the works are taking place?  

Yes but there will be some fenced-off areas around the lake that must not be used by the public while works are 
taking place. The footpath across the bridge will also be fenced off during most of the works because of 
construction works and repairs affecting its structure. Regular users should use the existing footpaths around the 
lake. Park facilities, such as the car park, playing fields and play areas – including the adventure playground - can 
still be used as normal.  



 

What about the wildlife that lives in the lake?  

We are working with our project partners at the Environment Agency and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust to ensure 
that any disruption to wildlife is kept to a minimum. The works will also be overseen by the council’s ecologists. 

The aim of this work is to make the local environment better for a range of wildlife and any temporary 
disturbance during the works will be outweighed by the long term benefits.  

New wetland, grassland and woodland habitats will be planted, two smaller ponds will be made and the island 
retained and extended. Many species will continue to use the site, and new opportunities will be created for 
wildlife, especially after the new landscape settles in.  

 

Have you got permission?  

Yes. The Environment Agency is the statutory body for authorising this kind of work. The council has received a 
permit from them to carry out the works. The project does not require planning permission.  

 

Why aren’t you spending the money on other services?  

The funding has been allocated by the ERDF specifically for encouraging species diversity and habitat 
enhancements within parks and open space in the urban areas of the borough. There are also some developer 
contributions.  

This money cannot be spent on anything else. The work therefore does affect Solihull’s council tax bills. 

For more information about the European Structural and Investment Funds Growth Programme 2014-20 visit 
www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding 

 

What is a wetland? 

Wetlands are some of the most biologically productive natural environments in the world – comparable with 
tropical rain forests and coral reefs in their productivity and the diversity of species they support. Abundant 
vegetation and shallow water provides many habitats for fish and wildlife. Aquatic plant life flourishes in the 
nutrient-rich environment and energy converted by the plants is passed up the food chain to fish, waterfowl and 
other wildlife. By creating new urban wetlands such as at Meriden Park, we will create opportunities for people 
to connect and engage with nature. 

 

Can I see the plans and get further information? 

Yes, you can visit Solihull Council’s conservation of the Historic Environment, Landscape Architecture, Urban 
Design and Ecology team website – https://socialsolihull.org.uk/peopleplacenature/projects/erdf-solihull-
habitat-and-nature-improvements-project/  email landscape@solihull.gov.uk or call 0121 704 8001. 

 

 


