
Boost for borough's habitats

Meadow management at Dickens Heath Country Park Local Nature Reserve

Local wildlife, residents and visitors 
alike are set to benefit from a 
scheme to improve areas of 
grassland, woodland and wetland  
in the borough over the next  
three years.

Through the Solihull Habitat and 
Nature Improvements Project,  
the Council's dedicated project  
team will work with the Environment 
Agency, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, 
community groups and volunteers 
to improve 121 hectares of green 
space – that's the equivalent of 
nearly 170 football pitches!

The project is being funded via a 
successful Council bid for £966,552 
from the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF).  
The Council has also been able to 
match fund the project using 
contributions obtained through 
Section 106 agreements.  

This is where the Council places 
obligations on developers as part of 
a planning application decision, 
which requires them to make a 
contribution to the local 
infrastructure – for example by 
funding the improvement of parks 
and open spaces.

The funding will be used to 
undertake 28 individual habitat 
improvement schemes located in 
the urban areas of Solihull. The 
schemes will include thinning areas 
of existing woodland and planting 
new trees and shrubs, converting 
areas of grassland into wildflower 
meadows and creating new reed 
beds, wetlands and pools.

Sites to benefit from these 
enhancements include the River 
Cole, the Low Brook, Dorridge Wood 
Local Nature Reserve, Colebrook 
Recreation Ground, Beechcroft Open 
Space, Elmdon Nature Park and 
Dickens Heath Country Park Local 
Nature Reserve.

Solihull is well known for its rural 
character and it is hoped that this 
scheme will help the borough to 
maintain and enhance that 
reputation and ensure that it 
remains a healthy place, where 
people want to live, work and visit 
and where businesses want to grow 
and invest.

For more information visit 
socialsolihull.org.uk/
peopleplacenature
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Did you know…
• There are 23 Local Nature 

Reserves in the borough
• The borough’s diverse habitats 

support an abundance of wildlife 
including owls, bats, rare 
butterflies, ancient woodlands 
and wildflowers.


