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newsTree scheme takes root

Ken is pleased with his free trees

A ‘free tree’ initiative aimed at 
protecting and enhancing the rural 
character of Solihull is being run by 
Solihull Council in partnership with 
Birmingham Airport.

The Arden Free Tree Scheme 
promotes the planting of traditional 
native trees in the borough, 
restoring features typical of the 
wider local landscape whilst also 
reducing carbon in the atmosphere. 

The scheme is open to any 
individuals or groups wishing to 
create hedgerows or small 
woodlands on their own land,  
within Solihull.

Landowners in the borough who 
wish to plant new hedgerows and 
trees can apply by sending in a 
location map, sketched plan and list 
of species. A Solihull Council 
Ecologist will then visit the site to 
discuss the plan in person, and 
adapt it if necessary.

Proposed projects will be taken 
forward for selection in September, 
and successful applicants will then 
receive free trees and plants in time 
for the planting season,  
November – March.

Ken Lees, who lives in Meriden, 
applied for the scheme in summer 
2016, and has just received ten 
English oak trees.

“I had cleared the undergrowth on 
my land and planted some shrubs 
and trees, so when I heard about 
the scheme through the Berkswell 
Society I thought it would be great 
to get some more trees.

“The application process was really 
straightforward and I was told in the 
autumn that I’d been successful.

“All the trees and materials were 
delivered straight to me. Adam from 
the Ecology team at the Council and 
the Birmingham & Solihull Midweek 

Conservation volunteers came to 
plant them for me, which was a 
tremendous help.

“It’s great that this scheme exists to 
help us look after the wildlife and 
visual beauty of the area so that 
future generations are able to  
enjoy it!

“My Grandad used to say that what 
you plant today will benefit 
someone in 100 years.”

Applications must be submitted 
by the end of August and proposed 
projects will be assessed  
in September.

For further details and to discuss 
the scheme please contact the 
Landscape Architecture, Ecology and 
Urban Design Team on  
0121 704 6391. ❚


