
 

 

 

Solihull Parents’ Network  
Christmas 2021 Family Events 

 

 
Images courtesy of (from clockwise) West Midlands Safari Park, Solihull BID and Warwick Castle 

 
Solihull Family Information Service 
Call: 0800 389 8667 
Email: familyinfo@solihull.gov.uk  
Web: www.solihull.gov.uk/familyinfo 



Guidance: venues listed below may have their own safety guidelines in place. Therefore, we 
strongly recommend that you take time to familiarise yourself with any guidelines and keep 
checking online for any further updates before visiting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dickens Heath Library 
Old Dickens Heath Road, Dickens Heath, Solihull B90 1SD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Crafts! 
 
Come and join us for some Christmas crafting.  
 
We will be holding two, one-hour long sessions, 
where we will be making Christmas cards and 
decorations for your Christmas tree! 
 
Please note: Spaces are limited and booking is 
essential. Bookings can be made via our website, by 
phone or in person at the library.  

 
 
 
 

Age:  Children of all ages 
Date:  Saturday 18 December 
Times:  10.30am (session 1) and 12.30pm (session 2) 
Cost:  Free (all materials will be supplied) 
Contact: 0121 744 6078 
Website: www.solihull.gov.uk/libraries 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ackers Adventure Ski Centre 
Golden Hillock Road, Birmingham B11 2PY  
 
 
Our festive tobogganing is back! 
 
 
Enjoy 30 minutes of exclusive use of our toboggan slope for your group of up to six people 
with a delicious hot chocolate each. Book an evening session to make your experience 
magical with our festive lights. 
 
 

 
 
Please note: tickets must be booked in 
advance via our website. 
 
 
 
Age:   3 years and above 
Dates:  Throughout December 
Times:  Please see our website for available times and further booking details 
Cost:  £30 per group (up to six people) 
Website: www.ackers-adventure.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chelmsley Wood Shopping Centre 
Chelmsley Wood, Solihull B37 5TS  
 
 
Santa’s Grotto 
 
Includes visit with Santa and a gift! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All proceeds will go to Help Harry Help Others 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates:   Saturday 4 December   

Sunday 5 December 
  Saturday 11 December  

Sunday 12 December (11am to 4pm Sensory Visits) 
  Saturday 18 December 

Sunday 19 December 
  Monday 20 December 
  Tuesday 21 December 
  Wednesday 22 December 
 
Cost:   £2 entry per child 
Times:  10.30am to 5pm 
Contact:  Please call 0121 770 1775 to book a sensory visit 
Website:  www.chelmsleywoodshopping.co.uk  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Knowle and Dorridge Lions Club  
Dorridge Village Hall 
 
 
2021 Lions Festive Walk 
 
Dorridge Village Hall is the new venue for the 2021 Lions Festive Walk. The seasonal walk, 
(previously held at Baddesley Clinton), will offer their walkers the choice of a 3 or 6 miles, 
well signposted and marshalled walk through our local countryside. Young walkers, no doubt 

helped by mums, dads, grandparents and friends, will be 
able to join the Lions Safari Hunt on the 3 mile walk, with 
a prize awarded for a correct entry drawn out of a hat. 
 
From the 20 November, an online registration will be 
available on our website, allowing visitors to register, 
download maps and make a voluntary donation.     
 
On the day, from 9am through to 1pm walkers will be able 
to collect maps from the Lions gazebo in front of Dorridge 
Village Hall and make a voluntary donation if they wish. 
As always, the funds raised enable Lions to make 
donations to many local organisations and individuals. 
Over the 45 years that Knowle 

and Dorridge Lions have been established over £1million has 
been raised for charity so far! 
 
Over the years, the Festive Walkers have endured and enjoyed 
snow, mud and the occasional fine day so appropriate footwear 
is recommended. Our countryside is precious so please use the 

litter sacks that will be available around 
both routes. Please see website for 
details regarding car parking and 
refreshments. 
 
The Lions Festive Walk is always a 
wonderful way, after the Christmas festivities, to enjoy fresh air, the 
lovely local countryside and to walk off that last mince pie. 
 
 
 
 

 
Age:   All ages 
Date:  Tuesday 28 December 
Times:   9am through to 1pm  
Cost:  Entry as always is free. However, we would appreciate a donation to Knowle and 

Dorridge Lions  
Contact:  Please visit our website or email for further information 
Email:  info@knowleanddorridgelions.com   
Website:  www.knowleanddorridgelions.com  

 
 
 
 



Solihull’s Jingle Bell Jog 2021 
Solihull Town Centre 

 
 
 
Join Solihull BID to spread plenty of festive cheer this December by donning a Santa suit 
and completing the Jingle Bell Jog to raise money for homeless charity Change Into Action. 
 
The Jingle Bell Jog, kindly sponsored by Touchwood, will see Solihull town centre taken over 
by more than 300 Santas! 
 
Run, walk, dance, jog your way around our family-friendly 2.5km fun run through Solihull 
town centre. Don’t worry about the training, this festive run is about dressing up and coming 
together with friends and family. 
 

 
 
 
Every single person who 
completes the 2.5km course will 
be given a special Santa Suit, 
Santa medal and free Solihull 
BID Christmas tote bag. 
 
 
 

 
 
Entrants will also be treated to a 
range of discounts in some of our 
brilliant food and drink venues so you 
can refuel after completing the 
course! 
 
Please see website for further details 
and how to sign-up for the Jingle Bell 
Jog. 
     
 
Age:   All ages 
Date:  Sunday 12 December 
Times:   You will be able to register and collect your suit between 8.30am to 9.45am. The  

race will start at 10.30am after a fun warm up  
Cost:  Registrations cost £12 per adult and £8 per children (under 12 years), plus 

booking fees. Under 4s Free. See website for further details 
Contact:  0121 285 1370 
Email:  info@solihullbid.co.uk  
Website: www.solihullbid.co.uk 
 
 

 
 



Solihull BID - Festive Fun in Solihull 
Solihull Town Centre 
 
 
 
 
Wedding Crashers and Sing Solihull Choir 
Visitors will be treated to a special late-night shopping event, with live music from the 
Wedding Crashers and a performance by the Sing Solihull Choir. 
 
Date:  Thursday 16 December 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
T-Rex-Mas 
Dinosaurs return to the town centre for  
T-Rex-Mas for the last weekend before the 
big day. 
 
Date: Saturday 18 December 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Fun Day at the Festive Feast 
You will see a range of activities brought into the 
town centre, including children’s craft workshops 
and Narnia themed roaming entertainment. 
 
Date: Monday 20 December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Warwick Castle  

Warwick, Warwickshire CV34 6AH 
 
 
Christmas at the Castle 

 
 
The Castle has Christmas all wrapped up as it transforms 
into a winter wonderland with decked halls, yuletide stories 
and festive activities for the whole family. Meet Santa’s 
Elves at the brand new Elf Workshop before settling down 
for a story with Mr & Mrs Claus, glide across the ice to 
festive tunes and be wowed by the thousands of twinkling 
lights forming the Light Trail with the Castle’s day and 
night Christmas offerings. 
 
 
 

 
 
Stories with Santa 
Warwick Castle’s brand new Elf Workshop, in partnership with Orchard Toys, brings another 
festive experience to Stories with Santa, creating a two-part 40-minute interactive 
experience that is fun for all the family. Start by meeting Santa’s elves in the festively attired 
State Dining Room, working with them to build the exclusive 
Race to Warwick Castle board game. Once the trusty elves 
have awarded your game that all important seal of approval, 
head into the beautifully decorated Library for Christmas 
storytime with Mr and Mrs Claus themselves. 
 
Tickets for Stories with Santa, inclusive of the Elf Workshop, 
cost £10 per person when booked separately to Castle 
entrance. Castle entrance and Stories with Santa cost £26 
when booked together. 
 
  
Light Trail 
Back by ever popular demand and bringing the festivities into the evening, guests can enjoy 
the Castle’s dazzling Light Trail, following thousands of magical twinkling lights around 64-
acres of stunning grounds and gazing at breath-taking light projections against the world 
class backdrop of the iconic Castle under the wintry sky. 
 
The 45-minute immersive Light Trail provides a festive adventure for the whole family, with 
magnificent lit-up Christmas trees, a magical twinkling gingerbread house and illuminated 
light tunnel all waiting to be discovered as guests wind their way through the magical trail. 
 
Light Trail tickets from £14.50 or from £24.50 when combined with Castle entry.   
 
Age:   All ages 
Dates: Saturday 27 November 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022  
Contact:  See website for details 
Email:   customer.information@warwick-castle.com   
Website:  www.warwick-castle.com  
 



Solihull Active   
North Solihull Sports Centre 
Tudor Grange Leisure Centre 
 
 
 
Calling all Solihull young adults to get active. 
 

Tudor Grange Leisure Centre and North Solihull 
Sports Centre are offering a free seven-day fitness 
pass for all Solihull young adults, aged between 11 to 
15 years of age.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
As part of Solihull Council’s drive to 
encourage young people to take up sport, local leisure operator, Everyone Active, is 
supplying the free passes which will allow them to engage in a wide variety of activities, 
whether it’s using the gym, swimming pool or tennis courts.  
 
To find out more and apply for the free pass, please visit the below website. 
 
 
Age:  11 to 15 years 
 
Dates/Times: Thursday 23 December   7am to 9pm 
  Friday 24 December    7am to 1pm 
  Saturday 25 December  closed 

Sunday 26 December   closed 
Monday 27 December  8am to 4pm 
Tuesday 28 December  8am to 4pm 
Wednesday 29 December  7am to 6pm 
Thursday 30 December   7am to 6pm 
Friday 31 December    7am to 1pm 
Saturday 1 January (2022)  closed 
Sunday 2 January    7am to 9pm 
Monday 3 January    8am to 4pm 

 
Cost:   Free  
Website:  www.everyoneactive.com/promotion/free-7-day-junior-fitness-pass/ 
 
 



The Core Theatre Solihull  
Theatre Square, Touchwood, Homer Road, Solihull B91 3RG 
 
 
Cinderella 
 
Doomed to drudgery by her wicked stepmother and spiteful stepsisters, Cinderella dreams of 
escape and romance. Meanwhile King Keith of Kings Heath is making plans for a royal ball. 
 
It's going to take all the magic her Fairy Godmother can muster to whisk Cinders from pantry 

to palace by pumpkin, but with her stepsisters digging 
their ugly heels in, it's not an easy ride to happy ever 
after. 
 
The team behind the smash hit Robin Hood return with 
their most spectacular pantomime to date. Panto is 70% 
sold out already so please do make your arrangements 
and book early. 
 
Featuring sparkling sets, fabulous frocks, side-splitting 
slapstick and not one, but two outrageous dames, this is 
an unmissable treat for the whole family. 
 
The clock is ticking so grab your tickets to the ball 
now!  After all...  the shoe must go on!  
 
Please note: tickets for shows before Christmas  
are now sold out. 
 
 

Dates:  Friday 10 December 2021 to Monday 3 January 2022  
Times:  Various. See website 
Cost:   Tickets from £19 to £21 
Contact:  0121 704 6962 (Box Office) 
Website: www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk 
 
 
Cinderella - Relaxed Performance 
 
Relaxed performances are specially adapted shows that are designed to welcome audience 
members who would benefit from a more relaxed environment, including those with sensory 
sensitivities, dementia, autism spectrum disorders, learning disorders  or anyone who finds 
theatre visits challenging. Alterations might include: 
 
•  House lights remain on low and doors are open for 
free access 
•  No strobe lighting, pyrotechnics and fewer loud 
sound effects during the show 
•  Chill out area, sensory toys and a chance to arrive 
early to find your seats and familiarise   yourself and 
your family with the venue, toilets and seating 
•  A Relaxed Performance Guide – available prior to 
the show, to go through at home in   preparation for 
the visit. Contains pictures and details of key scenes to be aware of, as well     



as actors names and their character traits. Also gives layout and details of toilets and staff               
so that those with special needs know a little more about the venue, the show and what they 
can expect to happen during their visit here. This is sent out free of charge to all ticket 
buyers. 
 
Please discuss the other alterations with Box Office staff at any time or view our webpage. 
 
We have a ‘changing places’ facility, wheelchair-friendly café bar and friendly staff and panto 
cast who will do their utmost to ensure your pantomime trip is one to remember. Park in 
adjacent Touchwood carpark. 
 
Please note:  To book tickets, please call the Box Office (tickets are not on sale online)  
 
Date:  Thursday 30 December  
Time:  5.30pm 
Contact:  0121 704 6962 (Box Office) 
Website: www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk  



West Midland Safari Park  
Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 1LF 
 
Santa Safari  
 
West Midland Safari Park is pleased to announce that its 
annual Santa Safari event will be going ahead this year. 
 

Running daily until Christmas Eve, the Park’s Discovery Trail will 
be transformed with over 350 Christmas trees, festive 
decorations, dazzling fairy lights and even layers upon layers of 
‘snow’. 
 
Santa and his team of elves will be residing at the Park, ready to 
greet guests, gift presents and spread some festive cheer. 
Families will be magically transported to the North Pole on 
Santa’s sleigh, then following a walk through the newly updated 
winter wonderland, they will be able to pay a visit to the big man 
himself in his grotto. 
Children will get a 
memento of their day by 
having a picture taken of 
themselves with Santa 

which they can then take home. They’ll also be able 
to choose their very own present in the elves’ 
workshop. 
 
Also included in the package is a visit to Mrs Claus’ 
Kitchen, where children can write a letter to Santa and 
post it in his magical talking postbox, for a chance to win a family annual pass.  
 
Additionally, guests visiting this winter can experience a Virtual Reality Santa Sleigh Ride -  
a magical 4D adventure to the North Pole. Families can help Santa test out his sleigh before 
his big journey on Christmas Eve. Led by D.A.S.H, families will be transported across the 
globe and through a wintery wonderland, but as it’s a test run, it could be a bumpy ride! 
 
 
Age:   All ages 
Dates:   Friday 26 November to Friday 24 December 
Times:  Please see website for details 
Cost:  £28.50 per adult, £24.50 per child (3 to 15 

years), £13 per child (under 3 years) and 
£26.50 per concession.  

 The VR Sleigh ride can be added on for £4 
per person at the time of booking. 

 Admission includes a Free Return Code to 
visit again in six months, only when booking online in advance. Guests can 
also receive discounts for selected dates, when booking online.  

Email:   info@wmsp.co.uk  
Website:  www.wmsp.co.uk  
 
 
 

 



Art at the Heart CIC (online classes) 
www.artattheheartcic.org 
 
 
Christmas Special: How to Draw a Snow Leopard 

 
Learn how to draw a snow leopard in two guided online 
drawing sessions, that show you how to make a spectacular 
drawing.     
 
 
 

Session 1 
Learn how to draw your snow leopard to a size and scale that gives your drawing maximum 
impact. We will demonstrate simple ways of measuring and recording proportions accurately 
and show you how to break a drawing down into simple stages. Learn how to build your 
base layers up so that you/we can work on the fur in session 2. 
 
Session 2 
In the second session, we will experiment with shading techniques to create textured, 
spotted fur and learn how to use your eraser imaginatively. In this session we will develop 
and build up the detail to make your leopard look amazing  
 
For further details, please visit our website.  
 
Age:  7 to 13 years 
Dates:  Friday 31 December 2021 (session 1) 
  Monday 3 January 2022 (session 2) 
Times:  10am to 11am 
Cost:   £20 per child 
Contact:  07772 319303 
Email:   office@artattheheartcic.org  
Website:  www.artattheheartcic.org/events/christmas-special-how-to-draw-a-snow-leopard/ 
 
 
Christmas Special: How to Draw a Snowshoe Hare 
 
Learn how to draw a beautiful bunny in a snowy 
landscape. 
 
What will you learn? In one online session, we’ll show 
you step-by-step how to create a snowshoe hare in a 
magical winter wonderland. You’ll be so surprised at how 
creative you can be with the humble pencil, that you’ll want to frame it! 
 
Bookings must be made in advance. For further details, please visit our website. 
  
Age:  7 to 13 years 
Date:  Sunday 2 January 2022  
Times:  10am to 11am 
Cost:   £10 per child 
Contact:  07772 319303 
Email:   office@artattheheartcic.org  
Website:  www.artattheheartcic.org/events/christmas-special-how-to-draw-a-snowshoe-hare/ 
 



Touchwood  
Solihull B91 3GJ 
 
Santa’s Grotto (The Atrium) 
 
Santa is back in residence this year at his magical Christmas grotto. He’s eagerly waiting to 
receive wish lists and will even have an early gift for your little ones. 
 
Book online to get the elves to reserve your space. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates:  From now up until Friday 24 December  
Times:  10.30am to 6pm (Mondays to Fridays) 
  10am to 6pm (Saturdays) 

11am to 5pm (Sundays) 
Costs:  £5 per child. Please see website for booking details, including a Covid-19 waiver  
Website: www.christmasattouchwood.co.uk 
 
 
Santa’s Post Train (Theatre Square) 
 
Climb aboard Santa’s Post Train to handwrite your wish list for the big man himself, post it 
straight onto the train and await your reply. Destination, The North Pole. 
 
Book online to get the elves to reserve your space. 
 
Please note: The Post Train has two carriages for you to choose from – Blitzen’s and 
Dasher’s so be sure to check availability of both.  
 
 
Dates:  From now up until Friday 24 December  
Times:  10am to 4pm (Mondays to Saturdays) 

11am to 5pm (Sundays) 
Costs:  £2.50 per child. Please see website for booking details, including  

a Covid-19 waiver  
Website: www.christmasattouchwood.co.uk 



Walking with The Snowman 
Birmingham City Centre (various locations) 
 
The stunning Walking with The Snowman TM sculpture trail is 
coming to Birmingham for the first time. This new and 
enchanting family-friendly walkable trail features 12 incredible sculptures in a tribute to 
Raymond Briggs’ magical classic, The Snowman TM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Each Snowman has been individually decorated by a 
professional artist, inspired by the theme of the 12 Days 
of Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pickup your Christmas in Birmingham map - at the 
Bullring Customer Service desk and at various shops, 
bars and cafes across the city centre (see also website to 
download). Follow the enchanting trail of the colourful sculptures across Birmingham city 
centre at locations such as Bullring and Grand Central, the Mailbox, Centenary Square, 
Victoria Square and House of Fraser where The Snowman TM will be in his very own fifth-
floor Snow Village. 
 
This initiative is organised by Birmingham Retail BID and Wild in Art. Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital Charity is the charity partner and each sculpture has a QR code to encourage 
visitors to donate to the worthwhile cause.  
 
Dates:  Wednesday 17 November 2021 to Thursday 6 January 2022 
Costs:  Free 
Website: www.walkingwiththesnowman.co.uk/event/birmingham-2021  
 



The Snow Village at House of Fraser 
Corporation Street, Birmingham B2 5JS  
 
House of Fraser’s winter wonderland is back for 2021. 
 

Here you’ll find a Snow Village with twinkling 
lights and the final snowman of the snowman 
trail. 
 
What’s more, its free to enter this year. Head up 
to the fifth floor for a festive treat for the kids  
whilst Christmas shopping.  
 
Please note: that there’s no Santa experience 
here this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Costs:   Free 
Dates:   Wednesday 17 November to Thursday 23 December  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Cathedral Illuminated 2021: The Manger 
Lichfield Cathedral, Lichfield 
 
The award winning ‘The Cathedral Illuminated’ is back for 
2021! 
 
The Cathedral Illuminated is a stunning light and sound experience with projections onto the 

Lichfield Cathedral School Palace building and onto the 
west front of the Cathedral, visitors are then invited into 
the Cathedral to visit the Crib and walk through the 
Christmas Tree Festival. 
 
This year’s event the ‘Manger’ is composed of beautiful 
imagery depicting everything ‘Christmassy’ and a 
stunning re-telling of the Christmas story, all created by 
the artistic collaboration Luxmuralis.  
 
For years now, families have made the Cathedral 

Illuminated part of their 
Christmas tradition and 
this year, more than ever, 
we thought it important to 
offer a truly festive 
experience – wrap up 
warm and kickstart the 
festive season!  
 
Please see website for 
further information, including 
booking details. 

The Cathedral Illuminated artwork by  
Luxmuralis Collaboration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates:  Thursday 16 December to Wednesday 22 December  
Times:  From 5.30pm onwards (last entry 8.45pm) 
Costs:  £25 per family ticket - 2 adults and 2 children (5 to 16 years) 
  £7.50 per adult ticket (16 years and above) 
  £6 per child ticket (3 to 16 years) 
  Free (under 3s). Please note: You must ensure a free ticket is selected to ensure  

they are counted towards capacity 
Website: www.lichfield-cathedral.org/what-s-on/the-cathedral-illuminated-2021-1 

 


