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APRIL 9th 2020 

Another week has passed and this one has seen our Prime Minister taken into 
hospital with COVID19. Our thoughts are with Boris Johnson, his family and 
everyone else who is currently in hospital at this incredibly difficult time. We 
know that our NHS will provide the best possible care and we wish all those 
affected by the virus a full and speedy recovery. 

The SEND 0-25 service is continuing to settle into working remotely. I meet 
each morning with the team managers and various virtual meetings take place 
each day to ensure that our work continues in accordance with the most up to 
date government guidance. 
 
The message continues to be, ‘business as usual’ so far as possible. 
 
I continue to feel humbled by the many examples of parents and professionals, 
going ‘over and above’ to help others during this very challenging time. 750,000 
volunteers came forward Nationally in response to Operation Shield. This will 
ensure that those most vulnerable to the virus are able to remain isolated, but 
still receive essential food and medicine.  
 
The SEND 0-25 service remains determined to do everything that we can to 
ensure that children and young people with SEND in Solihull remain safe and 
supported during these troubling times.   I am so proud of all the staff in the 
service who, without exception are doing their best in very challenging 
circumstances.  

  

Children and education 

The Department for Education (DfE) is supporting our schools through the 
challenges that they face as a result of COVID19. DfE has published guidance 
on the funding available to schools to support them with costs associated with 
COVID-19. This might include additional cleaning, increased premises costs and 
support for free school meals where these costs are not covered by the national 
voucher scheme.  
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The additional funding for schools will be available on top of core funding 
allocations that will be paid as normal to schools for the 2020/21 financial year. 

The Department for Education has also published online educational resources 
for schools and parents to help children to learn at home and has also updated 
the Q&A section of already published social distancing guidance. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS  
 

As you can imagine there has been a significant increase in applications for 
welfare benefits and Free School meal. Vouchers for eligible pupils continue to 
be rolled out including for eligible pupils during the Easter holiday period.  
Further to the announcement from Michael Gove, the Government has 
confirmed in writing that it will extend financial support to children eligible for free 
schools meals who are not attending school during the Easter holidays. They 
have also updated the guidance on free school meals arrangements. 

Please follow the usual process in the event that your child becomes eligible for 
a free school meal as a result of changed circumstances. 

 

START - annual reviews for EHC plans 

  
Unless and until the SEND regulations are temporarily modified, annual EHC 
plan reviews should continue to take place wherever possible. Reviews can be 
conducted virtually or by telephone with the agreement of parents/carers. If 
schools require urgent consideration for additional support for a pupil where this 
cannot wait for a review process, details of the request should be sent to START 
for their consideration. 
  
All annual review paperwork should go to EDSEN@solihull.gov.uk where it will 
be logged, saved and actioned accordingly. 
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STAY SAFE / STAY WELL 

Please continue to follow the Government advice to stay in, socially isolate or 
distance as appropriate. The most up to date advice is available on the NHS 
website. 

If you require support generally or to get food the following link may provide 
helpful information. 

 

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/amazing-community-spirit-solihull-
groups-17986586 

 

  

  

THE LOCAL OFFER 
 

   

 Please also keep checking our Local Offer Page for updates and changes 
https://socialsolihull.org.uk/localoffer  this is our, ‘Go to’ place for updates and 
information. 
 

 Ideas will continue to be shared on the Local Offer Team Pages. Click on the 
name of the team that works with your child- for example  
 
https://socialsolihull.org.uk/localoffer/education/children-and-young-peoples-send-service/siss-
2/the-speech-language-and-communication-disorder-team/parents/  
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PARENT / CARER ‘Drop in’s’ 
 
A reminder that there are still slots available for the drop in’s on the following dates.  
If parents would value a telephone discussion or a skype meeting instead – please 
let me know. If you e-mail SENDenquiries@solihull.gov.uk and leave your contact 
details I will get back to you with a virtual, ‘appointment’. 
 
21st April 2020 10am – 2pm 
 
14th May 2020 10am – 2pm 
 

And finally... 

Those of you who have younger children may be interested in the latest digital book 
by Axel Scheffler. Axel is a well-known illustrator, famously of the Julia Donaldson 
books, and has created a free book about the coronavirus and the measures taken 
to control it. He has worked with experts to answer key questions to help children 
understand the changing world around them in simple and age-appropriate language 
for primary school age child 

This is going to be a very unusual Easter weekend for us all. I hope as far as 
possible, within households, through skype or by phone, you all have a lovely Easter. 
The weather forecast remains good so I hope you are all able to enjoy permitted time 
outside for exercise but please remember to stay within the government guidance for 
social distancing.   

Halit will be publishing the newsletter next week. I will be back on Friday 24th April 
2020. Until then………… 
 
Kind regards 

Ann Lowe 
Head of Service 
SEND 0-25 
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